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General Information

he Kapawi Project began in 1993. The goal was to commence a new trend in eco-tourism,

in partnership with the Nationalidad Achuar de Ecuador (NAE) and Canodros, by providing
a monthly means of economic support and jobs to the Achuar located in Kapawi as well as
in other communities. Since January 1st 2008, all installations belong entirely to the Achuar
Nation. The lodge accommodates up to 30 visitors and was built in accordance to the Achuar
concept of architecture (not a single nail was used!).

Kapawi is a place of multiple choices and is characterized by its flexibility. We do not offer
fixed programs, but you can design with your guide and your group, the most suitable itinerary
to meet your interests and physical condition. In Kapawi you can do many or as few of the
activities available as you choose. The majority of the itineraries will include visits to the
Achuar communities, you can share time with a local Achuar family, hikes in the rain forest,
canoeing in rivers and lakes, swimming, watching pink river dolphins, search for caimans and
other animals native to the area, Kapawi is famous for its bird watching where there are more
than 530 species in the immediate area.

Awards and International recognitions received by Kapawi:

1998 - Tourism for tomorrow, British Airways

2000 - Ecotourism Excellence Award, Conservation International

2002 - Ecotourism Award, Skal International

2004 - Conservation Category - Sustainable Tourism Award for Conservation (STAC) (Third place).
2009 - Product Awarded Top 50 Eco-Lodges 2009 by the Editors of National Geographic ADVENTURE Magazine
2009 - National Geographic i The adventure Travel- One of the TOP 50 Ecolodges in the World
2010 - Perla del Pacifico Sur Guayaquil Turismo y Comercio

2010 - Winner Equator Prize

2010 - Tierra de Luz Universidad de Especialidades Turisticas

2010 - Aprobacion de cumplimiento Buenas Practicas - Rainforest Alliance

2010 - Smart Voyager

2013 - Sustainable Standard-Setter Award 2013

2013 - Proyecto comunitario Verde. Premios Latinoamérica Verde

Contact Information

E-mail info@kapawi.com Quito - Ecuador - South America
Address: Calle Veintimilla E2-41 y Ulpiano Paez PBX:(593 2) 600 9333 ext.2010
Edificio D&M, Tercer piso, Oficina N.- 305 Fax:(593 2) 600 9334

Quito I Ecuador .
www.kapawi.com


mailto:info@kapawi.com
http://www.kapawi.com/

The best experience

language knowledge.
A Every group will be accompanied by one of

FrOm QUItO tO KapaW| our well prepared-bilingual Tour guides from

and to Quito.

In order to continue providing the best service
to all of our guests we have designed the new
overland transport'atlon option to cover the & gjankets in the case you need them will be
route to & from Quito: available as well.

A Environmental Music (low volume)
Type of Transportation: A Box lunch

A Fully Equipped vehicles withairconditioning,
reclining seats and drivers with basicEnglish

Services Provided:




Itinerary:

PICK UP - Quito: You will be picked up
from your hotel at the time our Operations
department will inform prior your trip. Pickups
will start at 5:30 am.

6:00: Depart from Quito, then you will takethe
new fi Or i ehighway passing by Tambillo,
Latacunga, Ambato, Bafos, before arriving to
Shell.

8:30: Lunch box will be served provided to

Achuar life centers on the
domestic household, which
consists of a basic family unit often
including close relatives. Although
the Achuar ideal is household
autonomy and independence in
terms of subsistence economy,
There are usually about ten to
fifteen households within the
society dispersed throughout
the area but still in a relatively
close distance of each other.
Each of these groupings tends
to be uxorilocal. Marriages are
typically polygynous, with partners
somewhat related, or in some
instances women are taken from
nearby groups during raids. Co-
wives are often sisters.

The standard Achuar home is
settled near a river or lake, but
within a distance from major
waterways because of mosquitoes
and to protect the household
against raids by canoe. It is shaped
as a large oval, commonly without
outer walls to allow ventilation,
with a high roof with straight sides.
The roof is often made out of palm
tree fronds while two types of palm
are used for house beams.

every passenger. Some short stops will be
made during your trip in order to use toilets
and to take pictures of the landscape (this
aspect will depend on weather conditions).

10:30: Arrival in Shell. You will be welcomed
by our representatives and will be assisted
on your small planes boarding to take your
flight over the rainforest in order to arrive to
Kapawi Ecolodge & Reserve



Main Natural Attractions to be seen:

Your Kapawi Ecolodge Adventure starts the
moment you depart from Quito. You will have
the opportunity to enjoy the amazing landscape
while you pass by different towns, mountains
and volcanoes, such as the following:

Cotopaxi volcano: with an altitude of 5897
meters above the sea level, rises one of the
highest active volcanoes in South America
above our Andean region. With an absolutely
symmetric cone, Cotopaxi offers an amazing
view and represents one of the main attractions
of our Ecuadorian mountainregion.

The llinizas volcanoes: this majestic
snowcapped volcano with two peaks is the link
between Pichincha and Cotopaxi provinces. It
has difficult access but in reward offers a great
natural richness to its guests, with a high flora
and fauna diversity, such as i c huqui
variety of liquen, moss, swallows, blackbirds,
rabbits among other species from our Andean
region.

Tungurahua volcano: is one of the top five
highest volcanoes in Ecuador with an altitude
of 5016 meters located at 87 miles south from
Quito. The small and beautiful city of Bafos
known for its thermal spring waters is located
on Tungurahua v o | ¢ ahillsadé, S km north
direction. This volcano is part of the Sangay
National Park. Other representative mountains

and volcanoes around this area are the
Chimborazo (6310 m. the highest in Ecuador)
and the Altar (5319 m.)

Machachi: this is a small city located in
i Can Me n iltasdbfamous and recognized
for its traditional-f ol k f est s
el ¢ h a g whach shows the costumes and
traditions of the people in the mountainregion
of Ecuador.

Latacunga: is the capital of Cotopaxi
province, located near the Cotopaxi volcano
at the Ecuadorian Andes mountain chain
foothills. The main traditional fest in this city
i s t he Nfelaaamligious syncretism
celebrated with lots of happiness and color,
attracting thousands of tourists every year with
its music and colorful costumes used on the
parades.

rSgl%qe&Igi [S)C’atgd in_ the heart of Ecugdor i_n the

southeastern direction from Cotopaxi province,
with big agricultural and cattle activities. It is
well known for its delicious fruit ice cream and
the traditionali pi nol 0.

Ambato: is the capital of Tungurahua province,
known as fACiudad

represents one of the most important cities in
Ecuador.

Bafos: the complete name of this beautiful
city is ABa§ oS batediothe
Tungurahua province only 180 km from Quito
inside a valley surrounded by waterfalls and
hot spring waters at the Tungurahua volcano
hillsides. Bafos has a population of 18,000
inhabitants, an altitude of 1806 m above sea
level and an average temperature of 20°C,
offering plenty of activities for tourists such as
hiking, horse riding, rafting, climbing, motorbike
tours, bungee jumping amongothers.

SHELL i KAPAWI

Once in Shell, you will be met by a Kapawi

representative who will assist you boarding
an airplanes able to operate on the shorter dirt
airstrips in Achuar territory. In Shell, the waiting
time is approximately an hour, depending on

such

Hreutl as
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the number of guests flying into, and returning
from, Kapawi. Our representative will arrange
a variety of activities for you and snacks or
lunch depending on the anticipated waiting
time.

The flight from Shell is a 50 minute flight
over miles and miles of unbroken pristine
rainforest, arriving at the Achuar community
of Wachirpas, located on the banks of the
Pastaza River. There you will be welcomed by
your Kapawi guides who will escort you on the
final leg of your journey, a beautiful 30 minute
canoe ride into the majesty and tranquility of
this remote part of the world. You will travel
up the broad expanse of the Pastaza River,
then into the smaller Capahuari River, and
moments later arrive at your destination,
Kapawi Ecolodge & Reserve.

TRIP BACK TO QUITO

he travel process is reversed and you will
normally leave the lodge mid-morning by

New f Ac hu alslander Aircraft (9
passengersi 1600pounds max capacity)

Cessna 172: 3 passengers capacity

canoe, then fly by small plane from Achuar
territory to Shell and there transfer to your
private overland transportation in order to
start your comfortable trip back to Quito
accompanied by one of our tour guides. The
Overland transport to Quito is planned to
arrive by mid or late afternoon depending on
weather conditions. Your entire return journey
will provide one final opportunity to experience
the beauty of this unique part of theworld.

However, weather conditions in the Amazon
are unpredictable and can change quickly so
please bear with us as at times we will need to
change itineraries on the day of travel oreven
in-route.

Note 1: In the event that weather conditions prevent us
from getting all guests into Kapawi on the scheduled day,
we will provide accommodations at a comfortable hotelin
Puyo (a 10 minute drive from Shell) and reschedule the
flights to Kapawi as early as possible the next morning.

Note 2: No later than the day before your journey to
Kapawi begins, we will deliver a packet of information to
you at your hotel, or wherever you are staying in Quito,
telling you exactly where to be at when in Quito and at
what time, on the morning of your travel. If you have
any questions about the travel itinerary, you can call our
operations staff (593 9) 8344 032 (from within Ecuador
dial 098 344 032 ).

THE PLANES

Whichever route we take, we always use
small the jungle either at Kapawi or Wachirpas
communities. We use a combination of smaller
planes for example, Islander (9 seater), or
Cessna 206 (5 seater).

Cessna 206: 5 passengers capacity



Trip back To Quito:

When you land at S h e laitpdrtsafter enjoying
your flight over the rain forest one more time,
our representatives will be assisting you taking
your private land transportation for your trip
back to Quito. We will also offer a box lunch
for our passengers.

After this, while your journey back to Quito you
will have the chance to make specific stops to
admire other beautiful sites that our country
offers, such as the waterfalls of:

AdPail DPnaldkebdo
AAiMant oNdei 4 &

The route you will take is basically the same as
the one on the day you enter Kapawi. However
the time you depart from Shell will depend
on the amount of passengers and weather
conditions for every excursion. Arrival time in
Quito: 20:00 hrs (approximate).
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Groups are always lead by one Naturalist Guide and one Native guide.
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